                                                                                                                                           October 8, 2015


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION ATV PARK SITE AD HOC COMMITTEE

165 Airpark Boulevard
Immokalee, Florida 34142

October 8, 2015
LET IT BE REMEMBERED, the Collier County Parks and Recreation ATV Park 

Site Ad Hoc Committee in and for the County of Collier, having conducted business 
herein, met on this date at 4:00 P.M. in REGULAR SESSION at 165 Airpark Boulevard

Immokalee, Florida with the following  members present:

                                                                                                                                                                                                     CHAIRMAN:   Joseph Pelletier
                                                              VICE CHAIRMAN:  Jeff Close 
                                                                                                 William Combs 
                                                                                                  Mario Mendez                          Robert Anderson, Jr.  
                                                                                                                  William Scott   (Excused)
                                                                                                  Greg Westgate
 ALSO PRESENT:   Barry Williams, Director, Parks and Recreation
                                 Amanda Townsend, Director, Public Services Operations
                                 Jason Rummer, Public Services Operation Analyst 

Miguel Rojas Jr., Administrative Assistant
Ilonka Washburn, Parks and Recreation
Justin Lobb, Airport Manager, Immokalee Airport
I. Roll Call

Chairman Pelletier called the meeting to order at 4:00PM.  Roll call was taken and a quorum was established.

On Site Tour

From 4:00 p.m. to 5:20pm Committee members, accompanied by Immokalee airport personnel and Staff, made an on-site tour of the area under consideration for an ATV park facility.  

II. Approve Agenda
Mr. Combs moved to approve the Agenda.  Second by Mr. Mendez. Carried unanimously 5 - 0.
III. Approve Previous Meeting Minutes
Mr. Mendez moved to approve the minutes of the September 10, 2015 meeting as presented.  Second by Mr. Westgate. Carried unanimously 5 – 0. 
 IV.   New Business
· Review of Potential RTV Site at Immokalee Airport
Land Parcels Available for Consideration

Three areas (sections bordered in yellow on the attached map) are available for long term non FAA use.  Zone 3 was identified as the parcel of land best suited for trail use for the ATV Park.

The goal is to link all three parcels available for use.
                  Facility Amenities

A public camp site has been designated in the NW corner of section 2 on the map by the Airport Authority offering seventeen camping pads and electrical hook up is scheduled to be operational in 2016.  An access path could be created from the camp site to the bath facilities adjacent to the current “drag strip” or potentially could be re-located to the camp site area.
Land Lease Terms
Mr. Williams reviewed the lease term options with the Committee.
· Given a BCC directive, Staff would create a business plan to present to the FAA.
· Typical Lease Agreements are structured for 10, 20 or 30 years with a ninety day cancellation provision clause.

· The FAA approves the land and financial terms of any lease agreement.

Mr. Combs moved to recommend Staff present the Immokalee Regional Airport site to the Board of County Commissioners for consideration for an All Terrain Vehicle Park.  Second by Mr. Westgate.  Carried unanimously 5 – 0.
· Discussion of Picayune Forest
Mr. Williams reported that he had talked to the local park manager of Picayune Forest who will discuss the feasibility of the park for ATV use with his regional manager.  Forest staff advised they require two weeks to respond to Mr. Williams.
Mr. Williams will update the Committee on the Park’s response to his inquiry at the next meeting.

· Discussion on Final Report to Board December 15, 2015

Mr. Williams reported that the six month extension previously granted by the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) for operation of the Committee expires in December 2015.  Options for the Committee to consider addressing in November include:

· Make a recommendation to the Staff to present to the BCC. 
· Schedule meetings quarterly to allow Staff adequate time to deal with items.
· Instruct Staff to pursue ATV parks at Picayune Forest and the Seminole site.

The renewal is to be discussed at the December 2015 regular BCC meeting.
The Committee expressed their desire to remain active and pursue the ATV park project.  
Mr. Williams requested the Committee Chairman attend the December  2015 meeting of the Board of County Commissioners.  
V.   Old Business 
· Review “Tickets to Ride” Program
· The “Tickets to Ride” program is on the Board of County Commissioners consent agenda for October 13, 2015.  

· The BCC will be approving Lazy Springs Recreation Park and Croom Motorcycle Park for program participation as these are the only parks with which an agreement could be reached for the Program.
· Staff will continue to pursue Florida Tracks and Trails for future participation consideration.  

· Tickets will be available for sale November 1, 2015.

 Staff will notify the Committee if the item is pulled from the Consent Agenda and opened for discussion.
· ATV Registration

· Ms. Townsend reported that she researched the process required to register All Terrain Vehicles for compliance with program participation.
· She noted the tax collector notified Staff a tax may be charged when ATV vehicles are registered with the County.
· Consideration may be given to making the forms available for registration at the Exhibit Hall ticket center.
VI. Public Comment/Board Comments
Mr. Bevins updated the Committee on his land search for the ATV park citing that recent increases in land values pose difficulty in purchasing land with the funds available.  He will present opportunities, if any, for lease operations of agricultural land at the November meeting.  He suggested the Committee form a local chapter Association of the Florida Trail Riders and designate an advocate for their business.
There being no further business for the good of the County, the meeting was adjourned by order of the chair at 6:45 pm.
NEXT MEETING
TBD
Parks and Recreation ATV Park Site Ad Hoc Committee

                                                 _________________________________

                                                 Joseph Pelletier, Chairman

These minutes approved by the Board/Committee on _________________ as presented________ or as amended ___________.
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